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ST. PAUL continued. 

having cured Paul of his blindness, the latter 
goes forth to preach the word of Christ, and the 
first part of the oratorio concludes with a superb 
thanksgiving chorus, " great is the depth of 
the riches," upon which the elaborations of con- 
trapuntal science and the splendours of instru- 
mental colouring are lavished with a prodigal 
hand. We shall not attempt to signalize the 
points of musicianship with which this chorus 
abounds, but be content to pronounce it one of 
the most effective that Mendelssohn has written 
We must be satisfied to mention the most 
striking pieces in the second part, having already 
devoted more space than we can well afford to 
the first. The opening chorus, " The nations 
are now the Lord's," in B flat, is in five complete 
parts, opening with a majestic slow movement, 
which conducts to an admirably written fugue on 
three subjects, quite as interesting as it is learned. 
This cannot be said of many fugues. A melo- 
dious duet in G, " Now we are ambassadors in 
the name of Christ," where Paul and Barnabas 
declare their mission, may be considered to form 
an introduction to the chorus that follows, in the 
same key, " How lovely are the messengers," 
another of those soft and flowing inspirations of 
which the E flat chorus in the first part is so 
beautiful an example. The attempts of the Jews 
to sacrifice Paul, in his turn, offers an occasion 
for two choruses of similar character to those at 
the beginning of the oratorio, where the same 
aggressors find a victim in Stephen — "Is this he?" 
in D minor, and "This is Jehovah's temple," in 
E minor. Both of these are deeply coloured, 
exciting, and eminently dramatic. Among the 
other remarkable pieces in the second part, may 
be mentioned a duet in E major, for tenor and 
bass, "For so hath the Lord commanded," which 
flows on with peculiar grace and freedom so 
frequently observable in Handel ; a chorus in A, 
" be gracious," where the people pay homage to 
Paul and Barnabas, almost operatic in its luxu- 
riance of tune; a bass solo and chorus in D minor, 
" But our God abideth in heaven," a close and 
severe piece of vocal counterpoint in the measure 
of three minims to a bar, common enough among 
the old masters, but seldom employed by the 
modems ; an air for the tenor voice in C, with 
violoncello obligate, " Be thou faithful unto 
death," in which a feeling of entire repose is 
most successfully conveyed ; a chorus in A flat, 
" See what love hath the Father," another gem, 
as original as beautiful, an effect quite novel 
being produced by the constant use of all the 
stringed instruments, staccato; and the con- 
cluding chorus, " Not only unto him, but to all," 
which contains another fine fugue, and is as 
grand, impressive, and brilliantly scored, as any- 
thing else in the oratorio. We have been com- 
pelled to pass over many expressive recitatives, 



short choruses, songs, &c, in the course of our 
rapid survey, which, had we the space, would 
each well deserve special notice. We have said 
quite enough, however, to make evident our 
opinion that St. Paul is not only one of the chief 
masterpieces of Mendelssohn, but of the art itself. 

The first performance of St. Paul under Mr. 
Costa's direction has been looked forward to with 
great interest, and it was easy to guess, from the 
unusually strong list of vocalists, including Miss 
Catherine Hayes, Miss Dolby, Messrs. Lockey, 
A. Novello, and Herr Formes, among the num- 
ber — that the Sacred Harmonic Society con- 
sidered it an event of no small importance. The 
crowd that completely filled Exeter Hall in every 
part, and the loud welcome accorded to the con- 
ductor on taking his place in the orchestra, was 
significant of the warm interest taken by the 
public in the matter. 

It is impossible for us to enter at length into 
the performance, but we may at once say that, 
although certainly not faultless, it was a nearer 
approach to the desired perfection than any pre- 
vious execution of the work that we remember 
at Exeter Hall. 

The oratorio was listened to from first to last 
with decorous attention and intense interest. 
There were no interruptions from applause or 
encores, which materially enhanced the pleasure 
derived from the performance. At the con- 
clusion, however, the manifestations were re- 
newed in favour of Mr. Costa. 

St. Paul was repeated on Friday, the 25th 
January, and is likely to be henceforward one of 
the most successful of the oratorios in the reper- 
toire of the Sacred Harmonic Society. 

SACRED HARMONIC SOCIETY. 

The seventeenth annual meeting of the Sacred Har- 
monic Society was held at Exeter Hall, on the 22d ult., 
the President, Mr. Harrison, in the chair. The fol- 
lowing Report from the Committee was read and 
unanimously adopted : — 

The recurrence of an occasion like the present, when 
the committee have to render to their fellow members an 
account of their proceedings for a period of twelve months ; 
to bring under review the various operations which, 
through their instrumentality, the society has been engaged 
in; and to exhibit, without concealment or reservation, the 
results of the labours of the whole year, must obviously 
awaken in their minds a sense of the important responsi- 
bilities which rest upon them, and an anxiety to be able 
to present such a statement as will commend itself to the 
approval of those to whom it is addressed. It is with 
feelings such as these that the committee have prepared 
themselves for the discharge of the duty which now lies 
before them, of presenting a " Report of the state of the 
Society, and an Abstract of its Accounts," for the year 
which has just expired. And it is a source of much 
pleasure to them, that the occasion for performing that 
duty has at length arrived, because it affords to the mem- 
bers at large an opportunity of becoming conversant with 
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the actual condition and prospects of the society, and of 
sharing with the committee the gratification of knowing 
that the labours of the year shew a result highly satisfactory 
and encouraging, and a degree of success which warrants 
much congratulation. 

With regard to " the state of the society," so far as 
relates to the number of persons connected with it as 
members and subscribers during the past year, the com- 
mittee have to report that the numbers in the respective 
quarters were as follow, viz. — Lady-day, 614 j Midsummer, 
643; Michaelmas, 638 ; Christmas, 689. 

Here follows a detail of the numbers at all the 

various periods, shewing that the increase of 63 on the 

average of 1848, was equally satisfactory as compared 

with other periods. 

The rehearsals during the past year have been kept up 
with the regularity which has always been customary in 
this society, and it has afforded the committee much 
pleasure to observe the continued interest in these meet, 
ings which has been manifested on the part of the 
members and assistants ; at the same time, their un- 
doubted importance renders it allowable for the committee 
to take this opportunity of urging upon all who expect to 
take part in the public performance, a habit of a regular 
and punctual attendance at the rehearsals. 

The music brought under the notice of the society at 
the rehearsals, independently of that intended for im- 
mediate performance at the concerts, has included the 
following works : — 

Handel's Saul ; Funeral Antliem ; Haydn's Oratorio, The 
Seasons ; and Mass No. 3 ; Mozart's Motett, Splendente Te 
Deus; Mendelssohn's Oratorio, Saint Paul; and the Hymn 
Lauda Sion; Spohr's The Last Judgment; and Mr. Costa's 
Motett, Date Sonitum. 

The public performances of the society, from Christ- 
mas, 1848, to Christmas, 1849, have been as follow, 
viz. — 

Handel's Judas Maecabaus; Beethoven's Mass in C, a 
Selection, and Mendelssohn's Lobgesang, or Hymn of Praise; 
Handel's Israel in Egypt; Mendelssohn's Lobgesang, 
and Athalie ; Handel's Messiah; Mendelssohn's Elijali; 
Haydn's Creation; Handel's Dettingen Te Deum; and 
Handel's Solomon. 

From this list it appears that there have been nineteen 
concerts during the past year, a number which has never 
been exceeded in any one year, and has only once been 
equalled. Of these nineteen concerts, ten were subscrip- 
tion and the remainder repetition performances. In the 
year preceding, the subscription concerts were but nine. 

As a proof of the endeavours to introduce due variety and 
novelty into the preceding list, it may be observed, that 
Handel's Judas Maccabaus and Solomon had neither of 
them been performed since 1846 — a period of three years; 
that Beethoven's Mass in C had been laid aside for nearly 
six years, having been last performed in March, 1843 ; 
and that Mendelssohn's Athalie had never before been 
performed by the society, and only twice previously been 
publicly performed in England. 

It is also worthy of being mentioned, as an interesting 
feature in the performances of last year, that none of the 
works produced at them (with the exception of the Mes- 
siah and the Elijah,) had been previously performed by 
the society, since it has enjoyed the advantage of the 
orchestra, being under the able direction of its highly 
talented and much esteemed conductor, Mr. Costa : this 
circumstance gave a peculiar interest to the performance 
of nearly every one of the works brought forward at the 
concerts of the past year. His superior judgment and 



taste, combined with that remarkable ability and tact, 
which never fail to gain the entire confidence, and ensure 
the ready obedience of every individual in any orchestra 
over which he presides, effected such an improvement in 
the general style of the performance, that even works 
which had grown familiar by frequent repetition, pre- 
sented beauties which had been before comparatively 
hidden and unobserved, and yielded new satisfaction and 
delight, both to performers and auditory. In corrobora- 
tion of these remarks, the committee would refer to the 
recollections of those who had the gratification of being 
present on these occasions, and also to the critical account 
of the performances which appeared in the public journals, 
many of which are particularly noticeable for the ability 
and care with which they are written, and are well worthy 
of an attentive and thoughtful perusal. 

The committee have the gratification of recording the 
honour done to the society in receiving two Royal visits 
in the course of the year ; the first on the 1st of March, 
when His Royal Highness Prince Albert attended a 
performance of Handel's Israel in Egypt (the seat next to 
him being occupied by the venerable and illustrious Duke 
of Wellington, who was present for the first time at one of 
the society's concerts), and the other occasion being on 
the 22nd of June, when Her Majesty the Queen and the 
Prince Albert, attended by a distinguished suite, were, 
pleased to witness the second performance of Mendelssohn's 
music to Athalie. 

The following is a list of the principal vocal per- 
formers who have appeared at the concerts during the 
past year : — 

Miss Birch, Madlle. Jetty de Treffz [first time], Miss 
A. Williams, Miss Louisa Pyne [first time], Miss Stewart, 
Miss Dolby, Miss M. Williams, Mrs. Noble, Mr. Sims 
Reeves, Mr. Lockey, Mr. T. Williams [first time], Mr. 
H. Phillips, Mr. Machin, Mr. Bodda, Mr. J. A. Novello, 
Mr. Lawler [first time]. 

Thereport details Mr.Bartley's services to the society, 
and of his having been elected an honorary member. 

The donations to the library were acknowledged 
from — 

W. Bartholomew, Esq. ; Henry Phillips, Esq. ; Edward 
Buxton, Esq., a subscriber; Vincent Novello (second 
donation) ; Mr. Henry Leslie, a member. 

Pursuing the course adopted in 1848, the committee 
have purchased all the music required for the use of the 
orchestra during the past year, instead of hiring the same 
as formerly. The expenditure for this purpose has 
amounted to the sum of £184. 10s. 3d., being less by 
£76. Is. 6d. than the sum required for the like purpose in 
1848 ; and the amount of the total outlay, for the two 
years, has been considerably less than the charge for the 
hire would have been under the old system. It is to be 
observed, also, that the charge for the past year includes 
the purchase of a considerable number of extra copies of 
the works performed in 1848, which were rendered neces- 
sary by the increase in the numbers of the band and 
chorus, consequent on the enlargement of the orchestra at 
the latter end of that year. It is, perhaps, scarcely neces- 
sary to remark, that as the stock of orchestral music 
accumulates, the annual charge for purchase of music for 
the orchestra, will, of course, diminish. 

The accounts for the year ending at Christmas last have, 
at the request of the committee, been carefully examined 
and audited, as usual, by three of the members, who were 
nominated at the last annual general meeting, viz., Mr. 
Dix, Mr. G. F. Bawtree, and Mr. William Reid. From 
the abstract which has been signed by these gentlemen, 
and which is appended to this report, it appears that the 



THE MUSICAL TIMES. 



277 



aggregate receipts and payments of the year were as 
follows, viz. : — 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance in hand at Christmas, 1849 £159 14 11 

Dividends on Stock 33 9 11 

Subscriptions 957 9 

Casual Receipts 9 9 

Proceeds of Concerts 4065 7 3 

£5225 9 1 



PAYMENTS. 

General Expenses £813 13 2 

Expenses of Concerts 4354 13 5 



-£5108 6 7 



Balance in hand £57 3 6 

It is worthy of remark upon this statement, that the 
receipts for subscriptions, and for proceeds of concerts, 
are each of them larger than has occurred under those 
respective heads in any former year. By the last annual 
report it appears that the subscriptions in 1848 amounted 
to £803 9s., an amount which was stated to have exceeded 
any previous year since the society had been in existence, 
and to have been nearly £400 beyond the amount in the 
year immediately preceding. It will be seen, however, 
that the subscriptions in the last year have further 
exceeded those of 1848 by a sum of £54. 

With respect to payments, it is right to point out that 
one of the principal items, independent of the expenditure 
for Concerts, is the amount which has already been 
mentioned as having been expended in the purchase of 
music, required for the performances of the year, beyond 
what was previously in the possession of the Society ; this 
amount and the sum disbursed for the library of reference 
will be found to be, together, about £210. As the Society 
possesses an equivalent for this amount in the purchases 
which were made with it, it is evident, that although the 
money balance in hand at the close of the year is less 
by about £100 than it was at the commencement, yet as 
property in another shape has been acquired to the 
extent of upwards of £200, there has been an actual 
profit realized of above £100 during the year. 

The amount of property of which the Society is pos- 
sessed at the present time may be stated as follows : — 

Stock in the Public Funds (3 per cent. Consols) £1000 
Estimated value of Library, Stock of Music, 
Instruments, Fittings, &c 1000 

£2000 
tn drawing their report to a conclusion, the committee 
indulge in a confident expectation that the details which 
they have been enabled to furnish, of the proceedings and 
actual condition of the society, will be considered as highly 
satisfactory, and as furnishing occasion for well-grounded 
congratulation. It affords them sincere pleasure to be 
able to render so favourable an account ; and they trust 
that with undiminished confidence in the principles which 
regulate its affairs, and unabated zeal and unanimity on 
the part of its members and supporters, it may be the 
happy destiny of the Sacred Harmonic Society, to pre- 
serve for many years to come a course of well-merited 
prosperity and usefulness. 

The election of officers then took place, and on pro- 
posing the re-election of the four members of the 
committee, who retired by rotation, Mr. Vaughan 
remarked that the committee, during the past year, 
had served the society so faithfully and so well, that 
there could not be the least hesitation in continuing 
to confide its interests to their hands. They had 
brought the society through a year of great difficulty 
with the utmost success, and deserved their warmest 
thanks. The usual votes of thanks were then passed, 
and the meeting broke up. 

There was a very full attendance of members. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We would remind Correspondents who make enquiries, the 
answer to which can only be interesting to themselves, that 
our space must be dedicated to matters of general interest, 
and if the real name and address be sent to our publisher, 
he could much better answer such queries direct by post. 

E. S. near Stafford. — The fingering you suggest is allowable 

if the hand of the performer can reach the intervals. 

The usual mode is * *. 
XX 

R. P. Atherstone. — We consider that numerous encores shew 

rather tlte want of judgment of the audience, than any 

criterion of a singer's success : a misconception on this 

point often tends to sad inflictions, by injudicious partisans 

insisting upon repetitions, at variance with the real wishes 

of the major part of the audience. 

Saroni's Music Times. — We acknowledge the arrival of the 
Numbers by each transatlantic packet, but some Numbers 
have been very properly stopped at the Custom House, as 
containing piracies of English Copyright Works. 



Brief Chronicle of the last ittoitth. 

The Members of the St. George's Harmonic 
Society held their monthly concert at the Rooms in 
Dean Street, Soho Square, on the 11th of January. 
The performance of the various glees and madrigals 
selected fully sustained the reputation of the members. 
There were numerous encores during the evening, but 
as they appeared to emanate from the vehemence of 
the partisans of individuals rather than from the 
general feeling of the audience, we must decline 
noticing them — such a practice, if persisted in, must 
prove inimical to the interests of the society. We are 
not singular in this opinion. — Dramatic and Musical 
Review. 

The Cecilian Society performed Handel's Dettin- 
gen Te Deum and Coronation Anthem, and a sacred 
selection, on the 10th, at Albion Hall. The works 
performed during the past year by the society were, — 
Acts and Galatea, Romberg's Lay of the Bell, Haydn's 
Seasons and Creation, Handel's Israel in Egypt, Theo- 
dora, Belshazzar, Haydn's Mass, No. 4, Mr. G. Perry's 
Fall of Jerusalem, Mr. C. Horn's Daniel's Prediction, 
Handel's Saul and Messiah, with a miscellaneous per- 
formance. Eight of these works bore the impress of 
novelty. The Society is judiciously conducted, and 
deserves its success. — Dramatic and Musical Review. 

Birmingham Amateur Choral Society — Weekly 
meetings under the above name take place at Temple 
Row, for the practice and performance of Sacred 
Music, including Anthems, Services, and Oratorio 
Music. A correspondent informs us that the new 
Society promises well. 

Blackburn Choral Society gave their second 
concert in the Theatre to a large audience. Handel's 
Acis and Galatea complete, and a selection of Glees 
and Madrigals. The Blackburn Standard concludes 
a laudatory article in the following words: — "Mr. 
Thomas Clough, as conductor, was the master-spirit of 
the evening. Upon the whole, therefore it will be 
seen that the Blackburn Choral Society have indeed 
good reason to be satisfied with what it has achieved, 
and what it is quite clear they can accomplish, — and 
the town full cause to be proud of an association whose 
able illustrations of the finest works the genius of man 
has conceived, are the result of a pure and unselfish 
appreciation of the glories of those works themselves." 



